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Passenger Causes Major Injury Collision 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release 
Wednesday, July 20, 2016 9:18 AM  RP 16-3067 
 
 
Contact: Commander Aaron Johnson 588-3580  Monday-Thursday 7am-5pm 
 

   
ROHNERT PARK – On July 19, 2016 at 7:44 PM, Rohnert Park Public Safety Dispatch received a call of an 
injury collision on Rohnert Park Expressway in the area of Redwood Cir near Sonoma State University.  
Units from Rohnert Park Department of Public Safety, Rancho Adobe Fire, Sonoma Life Support and the 
California Highway Patrol were dispatched to the scene.  The first emergency unit arrived on scene at 7:47 
PM to find a 2006 Ford Mustang in the roadway with major damage.  Both the driver, a 64 year old female, 
and the passenger, a 44 year old male, were in the Mustang when the officers arrived. The other vehicle, a 
2013 Infinity JX35 SUV was located approximately 350 feet away.  The magnitude of the collision forced a 
complete closure of Rohnert Park Expressway between Redwood Cir and Petaluma Hill Rd.  
 
The passenger in the mustang was not wearing a seatbelt and had life threatening injuries.  Once he and 
the driver were extricated from the vehicle they were transported to a local hospital.  The driver of the SUV, 
a 35 year old female, had minor injuries and was transported to the hospital as well.  Based on the injuries 
involved, the Rohnert Park Department of Public Safety Major Accident Investigation Team (MAIT) was 
called to assist in the investigation. 
 
During the investigation it was learned that the passenger of the Mustang, Benjamin Moss, was in a verbal 
altercation with the driver, his mother.  As they were driving east on Rohnert Park Expressway, Moss 
became more agitated and grabbed the wheel of the mustang intentionally steering it into the path of the 
oncoming SUV. 
 
Both vehicles collided in the westbound lane which forced the SUV off to the shoulder and the Mustang 
began to rotate from the impact.  Moss’ mother tried to regain control of the vehicle however she could not; 
therefore, the vehicle impacted a curb and redwood tree, ultimately coming to rest in the roadway once 
again. 
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 It was determined through the investigation Moss was under the influence of a controlled substance at the 
time he grabbed the wheel and “took control” of the Mustang.  Moss was arrested at the hospital for Felony 
DUI causing injury.  Moss remains stable in the hospital at the time of this press release. 
 
Due to the nature of the investigation the identity of the driver of the SUV as well as the Mustang will not be 
released.  Rohnert Park Expressway was reopened at approximately 12:00AM.  This case remains under 
investigation as an additional charge of assault with a deadly weapon will be reviewed by the Sonoma 
County District Attorney. 
 
 
       
 
      
 


